
"Could something disastrous really happen?"

Warren Macdonald wondered, as he set off for

the summit of Tasmania’s wild Federation Peak.

"Surely not. Not after everything I’ve been

through."

Simply reaching the rocky spire had tested

every ounce of Warren’s strength, both mental

and physical. Over five days, wild wind, hail and

intense heat had taken their toll. A maze of low

scoparia had torn his skin at every step

and now he faced a 600 metre near-

vertical rock wall.  Warren’s biggest test

though, was the fact that he was

attempting it without legs.

Each issue of the journal introduces

you to Australians with big dreams,

whose efforts keep alive the spirit of

adventure. People like Graham Taylor, the

first Australian to make a solo horse trip

across the vast, grassy steppes of

Mongolia; Chris Hatherly and Tim Cope’s

epic 10,000-kilometre cycle from Moscow to

Beijing; John Hoelscher’s first circumnavigation

of Greenland by dogsled, kayak and pure grit; or

Hugh Sullivan and Greg Caleo’s exploration of

the Kimberley Coast by sea-kayak.

Share their adventures … dream up one of 

your own.

Be part of something unique…
Inside a world of adventure and discovery Australia as you’ve never seen it before…

Society membership helps our country

A journal for the inquiring mind in your family!

You’ll find inspiration in every issue. Plan

your own journeys or just sit back and

look over the shoulders of others from

the comfort of your home! Over the next

year our writers and photographers will

take you from one of the Top End’s secret

spots, Keep River National Park, a

paradise of teeming waterholes and 

magnificent Aboriginal art galleries, to

the alpine beauty and hidden gorges of

Victoria’s Mt Buffalo.

You’ll dive with squadrons of 2-tonne

manta rays along the Great Barrier Reef

and follow in the footsteps of Fred

Brockman, one of Australia’s last great

explorers who discovered areas in the

Kimberley so remote they are only

coming to light a century later.

And should you decide to step out

yourself, our lift-out maps of the Red

Centre, the Great Barrier Reef and other

places will help you turn your dreams

into an adventure you’ll never forget.

Thanks to the support of subscriber

members, the Australian Geographic

Society and its journal have assisted

more than 800 scientific, adventure

and community projects. Right now

our Society is focusing its efforts on

helping endangered species like the

western barred bandicoot, the blue

whale and the dugong.

Other projects we’ve supported

over the past year:

• The first solo, unassisted walk

across Australia, from south to north,

by adventurer Jon Muir • Ground-

breaking research on manta rays off

Lady Elliott Island, Queensland • The

restoration of Bathurst Public School

to house a collection of minerals and

fossils accumulated over 45 years by

Warren Somerville • A three-year

research program on the effect of

underwater noise on two populations

of bottlenose dolphins around Port

Stephens, NSW • Greening Australia

plant survey of travelling stock routes

in southern NSW • James Cook

University research on what

vegetation existed when megafauna

roamed Australia, more than 65

million of years ago • A vast

Queensland University of Technology

study on the distribution and vulner-

ability the heavily fished giant

freshwater prawn.

Once a Cobb and Co.
staging post, the
Middleton Hotel offers
respite from dusty outback
roads between Boulia and
Winton in central
Queensland.

A spectacular volcanic
crescent laid on a
background of ocean-blue,
Lord Howe Island adorns
its small realm in the
South Pacific.

Early morning mist veils
Kandos Weir, one of the
more accessible features
of NSW’s Wollemi National
Park.

Throughout 2000, drenching rains put the “lake” back into Lake Eyre. The result is a spectacular 
renasissance of natural beauty, plants and animals that had to be seen to be believed. 
And with AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC, you did.

Our award-winning cartographers, photog-

raphers and writers have a love and under-

standing of Australia second to none. They’ll

share their passion to show you the

extreme, the spectacular and the little-

known wonders of our country.

Perfect for the armchair traveller!

From Tasmania’s Bay of Fires (top) to Central
Australia’s Simpson Desert (left), we’ve got
Australia covered.

A dream realised: Warren Macdonald perched on the
summit of Tasmania’s Federation Peak.



Breathtaking photos…

Dramatic stories
Australia really is the lucky country!

Great value in membership

Subscribe to AUSTRALIANGEOGRAPHIC

and you’ll automatically become a

member of the Australian Geographic

Society. This entitles you to:

• A year of Australia’s top

geographical journal

• Free journal delivery to your home

• Australian Geographic Society

Membership Card

• Free Members’ Newslettereach

quarter

Your exclusive Membership Card

entitles you to 10 per cent off all

items (excluding subscriptions and

gift vouchers) in the 44 Australian

Geographic Stores and 55 stockists

across Australia, by mail order and

online:

www.australiangeographic.com.au.

You’ll save money on a wide range

of gifts, including travel guides,

wildlife calendars and photograph-

rich diaries published by Australian

Geographic; telescopes, binoculars

and weather stations for your home;

even games and puzzles for the

children.

A subscription to AUSTRALIAN

GEOGRAPHICtakes you along with

Australia’s top writers, photographers

and artists as they open the window

on our lucky country. And because a

portion of each subscription goes

toward supporting scientific research,

the environment, adventure and

community projects, you’re helping

Australia remain the Lucky Country.

Subscribe today and receive a FREE Map Set of Australia
A journal for families with inquiring minds

Order your subscription today!

Give yourself the pleasure of great reading and the
privilege of being part of something special.

You’ll discover adventure hotspots and

classic road trips, even learn helpful

hints for outback motoring. All States

and Territories are covered in these

incredibly detailed, beautifully

illustrated giant maps (each measures

680 x 500 mm). Created by AUSTRALIAN

GEOGRAPHIC’Saward-winning carto-

graphic department, these maps are

packed with informative captions and

detailed text about our history, culture,

wildlife and geology. Use them to plan

your next trip then pop them in the

glovebox to take along.

Best of all they’re FREE when you

subscribe to AUSTRALIANGEOGRAPHIC.

Don’t delay, say ‘yes’ today and look

forward to great reading and a terrific

free gift – our way of saying thank you.
ABN 92 002 869 678

A journal everyone will enjoy

Great for school projects…
Science, ecology or just “Australia” projects, our journal 

stimulates the thinker and provides all sorts of resources.

…or just reading for fun

Be part of something unique – be part of the Australian Geographic adventure!
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